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Foreword 


Faith cannot be given a brand name, nor can it be the monopoly of a few 
privileged people. This was clearly shown by Guru Arjan Dev when he compiled 
the holy Guru Granth and installed it in Harmandir (Temple of the Lord - Golden 
Temple) on 30th August, 1604 AD. Besides the compositions of the Sikh Gurus, 
he included in the holy book, hymns by fifteen saints. They belonged to different 
states and wrote in languages they spoke. In their diversity of place, religion, 
caste, creed and occupation, they were bound by a common link of devotion to 
the Lord, who is not bound by the narrow divisions mankind has created. Al) 
these saints considered this universe, the creation of One Supreme Being and 
preached universal love and devotion to Him to attain Eternal peace. 

Those saints, through their teachings, tried to stop injustice being committed 
in the name of religion. Their teachings got many to give up hypocrisy and 
tyranny. Yet they were only saints and could not force any tyrant not to commit 
tyranny. They could only plead. They did not combine power with meditation 
yet surely they had ideas about it, as Saint Kabir says, "He who fights for the 
downtrodden Is brave in reality. He does not retreat though he be cut joint by 
Joint.” 

Hindu religion can be called Brahminism because its leaders, the Brahmins 
exploit all the other castes for their benefit. They have invented rituals and beliefs 
to defraud people in the name of religion. The saints did not like the treatment 
meted out to low castes by the Brahmins and their ruling out education and 
meditation of the Lord for them. Islamic priests were no different from the 
Brahmins as they had the government at their back. In order to have their way, 
they issued decrees in accordance with their wishes. As such, besides the 
displeasure of selfish religious leaders, the saints had to bear the repression of 
the government which is indicated in their verses. 

S. Santokh Singh Jagdev, in this book, has tried to bring out through brief 
anecdotes about the lives of these saints, their thinking, their devotion to the 
Supreme Being, their teaching of universal brotherhood and their peaceful 
struggle against tyranny and injustice being perpetrated in the name of religion. 
In the present day world when humanity is badly divided by dissensions in the 
name of faith, region, language and state, a lot of blood is being shed in the name 
of religion. To counter bigotry and fanaticism which are fighting hard to defeat 
saner elements of tolerance and brotherhood, the teaching of the saints is all 
the more relevent and needs wide propagation. 


2-Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar K.P. Singh Brar 
Ferozepur City 
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Kabir's Family 


Saint Kabir was born in 1398 AD in Banaras city. His father Neeru was a Muslim 
and weaver by profession. Banaras being a Hindu place of pilgrimage was always 
thronged by Sadhus. Those Sadhus had a profound effect on the life of Kabir. While 
playing with companions in childhood, he would often call 'Ram Ram' or ‘Hari Hart’. 
Hindu children playing with him did not like, a son of sinful Muslims chanting names 
of their gods and Muslim children were stopping him from uttering names of gods 
of infidels. He would reply in turn, “Infidels are those who kill the innocent and steal.” 

When Kabir's parents noticed his tilt towards Hinduism, they decided to 
circumcise him in keeping with Muslim custom. Kabir said to the qazi who was to 
perform his circumcision, "If my circumcision is to be done for the love of woman, 
I am not ready to accept this condition. If God wishes to make me a Muslim, He 
will circumcise me Himself. If one becomes a Muslim by circumcision, what should 
we do about a woman ? The better-half cannot be left out, so, it is better that I remain 
a Hindu. You should also give up blindly following your books and lean upon God 
who has created both the Hindus and the Muslims." At this reply, the qazi went away. 

When Kabir was in the initial stage of meditation, he used to rise early in the 
moming and bring a pitcher of water with which he would clean his place of 
meditation. After that he used to take his rosary and start reciting the Name of the 
Lord. Seeing this, his mother, Neema told everybody, "From the day Kabir has taken 
up the rosary, our peace is gone. He has left his profession of weaving. Why has 
death not befallen those shaved-head mendicants who have ruined our house ?" 
Kabir would tell his mother, “My master has given me the Name of the Lord which 
is the treasure of all Joy. | have been saved since I have been blessed by His Name." 
On this type of answers, his parents asked him to live on his own, 

Mendicants continued coming to Kabir as before in his new house. One day, 
Kabtr's wife, Loi, seeing her son Kamaal and daughter Kamaali hungry, lamented, 
"These close-shaved mendicants have spoiled our weaving work. They get bread to 
cat while we live on parched grain. They sleep on beds but we have to sleep on grass." 
Hearing this, Kabir said to Loi, “You are ignorant and have no mentor. If You take 
shelter with them, then only you will realise God.” 

Kamaal's wife came to the house after his marriage. Kabir said, when he saw 
her with a veil on her face, "This veil will have no value at the time of reckoning. 
Your veil will only be real when you give up this modesty and go about your work 
dancing and singing the praises of God.” One day Kamaali was drawing water at 
the well. A Brahmin took water from her and asked, “Whose daughter are you ?" 
The Brahmin, regretted very much, having taken water at the hands of a weaver 
girl. Kamaali replied," O, Brahmin! the water was impure even before | touched it 
because millions of living beings thrive in water. The clothes you are wearing have 
also been woven by a weaver." The Brahmin had no answer. 
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Kabir's Ram 


Kabir had falth in one God who is neither a man nor divine, neither a yogi 
nor a celibate. He has neither a mother nor a son. The extent of this type of God 
cannot be known and He cannot be confined to a temple. He has no body and 
no blood. He is neither born nor does He die. All the births and deaths are 
ordained by Him. He can be realised through love and devotion. Those who have 
realised Him have been freed from birth and death. They ~have attained eternal 
bliss. 

One day a Brahmin asked Kabir, “You advise people to recite the name of 
‘Ram’ and I also repeat His name. Where lies the difference ?" Kabir replied. "My 
Ram pervades the whole of universe while your Ram was one who was born in 
the house of Dasrath at Ayodhya and was next reincarnated as Krishna in Nand's 
house. Union with my Ram cannot be attained by wandering nude in the forest. 
If it was possible, the animals of the forest would all have found Him. Nor can 
God be realised by shaving the head close as the sheep, surely they would have 
been liberated if it were so. Celibacy ts also not the means of liberation. Eunuchs 
would have seen the Divine Light if it were so. Nobody has attained the Supreme 
State without devotion to His Name. This repetition, penance, charity, good deeds, 
religious feasts, sacrifices, bathing at holy places etc. are fruitless unless you 
make your mind free of ego.” 

Kabir was against idol-worship. He took the idol, the shopkeeper Dharam 
Dass was worshipping, threw it in the river and said to him, “This stone cannot 
be your god. The weights you weigh with are made of the same stone." In the 
same way, he saw a flowergirl plucking flowers for worship and said to her, "Life 
abides in each petal you are plucking. Leaves, flowers and stems you are plucking 
are the three living gods. The sculptor pressed under his feet, the idol you are 
going to worship when he chiselled it. If there were life in it, it would have 
destroyed the sculptor. The rice and lentils you offer to the idol will be eaten 
by the priest. Only ashes will go into the mouth of the idol. O' flowergirl! you 
are deluded and so are the people but I am not. My God ts ever living." 

One day, some mendicants came to Kabir. Kabir had no food to offer them 
at that time. He prayed to the Lord thus, "No devotion for me ts possible on empty 
stomach. Take this rosary of Yours away. There can be no love between You and 
me if I have nothing to eat. If you do not give me Yourself, I shall ask and get 
it. If 1 have these things, I shall engage myself in devotion with full faith. I have 
asked nothing out of greed. I have only asked for devotion to Your Name. 
Realisation cannot be attained if mind is not satisfied.” 
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Attack by Brahmins 


One day, in order to remove the illusion of high caste from the minds of 
Brahmins, Kabir put saffron mark on his forehead and wore a cotton thread like 
the sacred thread worn by Brahmins, round his neck. Thus, in the guise of a 
Brahmin, he started walking towards river Ganges chanting Narayan! Narayan! 
He met a Brahmin named Mukand on the way. He was very much annoyed on 
seeing Kabir wearing a sacred thread and with the saffron mark. He said, "You are 
a weaver of low caste. You have no right to wear symbols of high caste Brahmins." 
Kabir replied, “You have only one cotton thread round your neck while we have 
a pile of cotton thread in our home. I weave cloth daily out of that. You only recite 
Gayatri and Vedas with your lips but the Lord Himself abides on my tongue, in 
my eyes and in my heart. O' Mukand! what answer will you give when angel of 
death asks you about your deeds ? We are your cows and you the herdsmen. You 
Brahmins were to show us the way to liberation but you have not done that. What 
kind of guardians are you ? You Brahmins beg at the doors of landlords and kings. 
Though I am a weaver of Kashi, yet my mind is always engrossed in the Lord who 
sustains everyone. Learn this from me. Be engrossed in His contemplation.” 

Mukand went and told other Brahmins, the talk he had with Kabir. One day, 
they said to Kabir, "Kabir, you should follow the teachings of Brahmins because 
they were created out of the mouth of Brahma and Shudras out of his feet." Kabir 
answered, "In the womb caste does not exist. All beings are the essence of Brahma. 
O' learned ones ! tel! me when did you become Brahmins. Do not waste your life 
in this pride of being Brahmins. If you claim to be Brahmin by having been born 
to a Brahmin woman, why were you not born in a different way ? Then how is it 
that you are a Brahmin and I a Shudra? Does milk flow through your veins and 
blood in mine? In my view, only he who contemplates the Supreme Being is 
Brahmin." 

The Brahmins were enraged to hear the bitter truth from Kabir. One day, they 
tied Kabir and threw him into the river Ganges. Kabir came out of the river without 
any trouble and said, "The Ganges is a goddess deep and profound. I was bound 
with chains and thrown in it. My mind remained absorbed in contemplation of the 
Lord. The waves of the Ganges broke my fetters and seated me on a deer skin. The 
One who is the Preserver on land was the Saviour in water.” 

The Brahmins were astonished to see Kabir come out of the river alive. In order 
to defeat Kabir in argument, they called Pandit Sarbajit who was a great scholar. 
That haughty one said to Kabir, "You are only a weaver. What knowledge can you 
have of the Lord ?" Kabir replied, “God too is a weaver whose secret no one has 
realised. If you Brahmins listen to the Vedas and Puranas, you will also realise. 
The earth and the sky are the carding comb of the Lord. The sun and the moon 
are his two shuttles. I have realised the Lord.” Hearing this, Sarbajit became quiet. 
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Decree by Qazi 


The teachings of Kabir rose above the barriers of caste, creed and religion. 
He had the same respect for Hindu religion as he had for Islam, While he asked 
Brahmins to shun hypocrisy, he also advised Muslim Qazis to follow the righteous 
path. Seeing a Mullah giving a call before worship, he said, "God, whom you are 
calling at the top of your voice from the top of a minaret is not deaf. Hé abides 
in you. Contemplate Him deep inside yourself.” 

Hearing this, the Mullah started quarrelling with Kabir. Kabir said to him, 
"I, a humble man, love God while you like to govern. God is the fountainhead 
of all the faiths. He does not ordain cruelty on anybody. Words of mouth do not 
lead anyone anywhere. Paradise cannot be attained by observing fasts, 
performing prayers or accepting Islam as faith. If one realises truth, one can 
visualise Mecca within oneself. True prayer is contemplation of Justice and.true 
acceptance of faith is realisation of God through the mind's eye. Spreading of 
carpet for prayer is the conquest of five evils. Drive away egoism from your heart 
and fill your mind with compassion. Anyone who realises God in this way and 
guides others to realisation deserves paradise." 

Seeing a Qazi giving animal sacrifice, Kabir said, "You oblige Allah by 
observing fast and slaughter animals for the taste of your tongue. You care more 
for your pleasures and have no thought for the life of living creatures. Listen, 
O' Qazi ! God is the sole Lord of all. He also abides in you. You do not contemplate 
Him by thought and reason. You are wasting your life by being a fanatic after 
religion.” 

One day, someone heard Kabir say, "Kabir has become identical with Thou 
by uttering Your Name and his ego is gone. When thoughts of self and others 
are effaced, I contemplate Thee everywhere.” He went and told the Qazi, "Kabir 
thinks himself to be God." The words of Kabir were opposed to the tenets of Islam. 
‘There is only one God and He has no equal.’ The Qazi decreed Kabir to be bound 
and thrown before an elephant for this plain speaking. Kabir tells that he was 
bound and thrown in front of an elephant. When the elephant was violently hit 
in the head to move forward, he ran back trumpeting as if to say, "I offer myself 
as sacrifice to this figure.” After that the Qazi said to the elephant driver, "Move 
the elephant forward by beating him, otherwise J shall cut you to pieces." The 
elephant was not moving. He was immersed in meditation of God. He bowed to 
me in salutation thrice but the ignorant Qazi did not realise that God Himself 
is the Saviour of the saints and in Him rest their lives. The Lord saved me from 
the Qazi also.” 

In order to remove the false notion from the minds of Brahmins that the one 
who dies at Mag-har {s reincarnated as an ass, Kabir went there from Banaras 
in his last days where he breathed his last in 1494 AD. 
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Spiritual Teacher of Namdev 


Saint Namdev was born on 26th October, 1270 at village Narsi Bamni on 
the bank of river Krishna, in Maharashtra. His father, Shri Dama shetty was a 
cloth merchant of considerable standing and belonged to a tailor family. Namdev 
was still young when his parents left village Narsi Bamni and settled at 
Pandarpur. There was a temple of Shri Vithal Dev at Pandarpur. So, in his 
childhood, he started chanting praises of the Lord by the name of Vithal playing 
two pleces of slate for music. At the age of five, he was tutored to a religious 
teacher for studies. 

One day, while going out, Namdev's father asked the eight year old Namdev 
to go to the temple and make offerings to the idols. The next morning, he took 
milk in a bowl and water in a pot to the temple and placing these before the 
idols, started requesting those to take milk. Namdev did not know that the deities 
do not take milk. It is only put before them. When the idols did not take the 
milk placed before them, he wept and prayed to them to take it. Seeing his pure 
devotion, God Himself appeared and took the milk. Namdev thanked God after 
that and said, “Nama placed the gold bow! full of milk like nectar before the Lord. 
He laughed at Nama’s devotion. Nama came home after'the Lord had taken milk 
from him." His devotion to the Lord increased further after this happening. 

Namdev was married to Rajbai at a young age and she bore him four sons 
and a daughter. One day, when Namdev was sitting in the company of saints, 
Saint Gore said to him, "As long as you do not adopt a guru (spiritual teacher) 
you will remain an unbaked pot." At this, Namdev set out to adopt Vishobha 
Khechar as guru. Before the arrival of Namdev Vishobha Khechar disguised 
himself as a leper and lay down with his feet on the ‘Shiva Lingham’. When 
Namdev saw him with his feet on ‘Shiva Lingham' in the temple of Aondh Nagnath, 
he objected to it. Vishobha Khechar said to him, “Put my feet on the place where 
there ts no Shiva.” When Namdev lifted the feet of Vishobha Khechar and turned 
those to the other side, he beheld Shiva there also. Seeing this, Namdev adopted 
him as guru. 

Vishobha Khechar helped Namdev to realise the Truth. This dispelled the 
illusions from his mind that a king is greater than a beggar. He started seeing 
the Lord in everything and everywhere. He gave up Idol worship saying, "Which 
stone should I worship? One stone is worshipped and feet are placed on the 
other. If the stone that is worshipped is a god then the other stone on which 
feet are placed ts also a god. My guru has lifted me out of these doubts. He has 
put me on the path of devotion to the Lord.” 
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Trial by the Emperor 


Vishobha Khechar, the guru of Namdev, had another disciple named Gian 
Dev. He became very sad after the death of Vishobha Khechar. He asked Namdev 
about pilgrimage to holy places. From the day, Namdev had adopted the guru, 
he had no liking for worship of the deities, bathing at holy places. alms and 
charity. He tells in his verses, “Worshippers of ‘Bhairon’ will turn goblins and 
those who venerate 'Shitala’ (goddess of smallpox) will become asses and kick 
dust, Anyone offering worship to Shivji will ride a bull and play on a tabor. Those 
who worship ‘Maha Mal!’ (the Great Mother) shall be reincarnated as women, 
Performing of austerities at Banaras by hanging head downwards, dying at holy 
places, performance of horse sacrifice and other charities do not equal devotion 
to God." Namdev started on a pilgrimage to holy places with Gian Dev with the 
view that it will be possible to urge the people coming to those places to give 
up hypocrisy by preaching to them. 

‘When Mohammad-bin-Tughlak, the king of Delhi came to know of the coming 
of Namdev towards Delhi, he called him to see miracles. Namdev describes that 
meeting in his verses. The king tied up Nama and said, “Let me see the miracle 
of your Rama. Bring to life this dead cow otherwise you shall be also killed here," 
Nama replied, “This is not possible. Never has dead been brought to life. Nothing 
happens by my will. All happens as willed by God." The king was enraged and 
he let out an elephant to trample Nama. Seeing this, Nama's mother came weeping 
and said to him, "Why not save your life by giving up the Hindu Rama and start 
chanting the Khuda of the Muslims." Nama replied, "I am not your son and you 
are not my mother. | shall continue singing the praises of Hari, the Lord even 
though my body be destroyed.” Nama was struck by the elephant with his trunk. 
Nama was saved by the protection of the Lord. 

The king said, "Qazis and mullahs salute me but this Hindu does not pay 
me respect." The Hindus got together and petitioned the king, "Take gold equal 
to Nama’s weight and set him free." The king said to them, “If I take this bribe, 
I shall go to hell. I cannot leave my faith and accept gold.” In spite of his hands 
and feet being in fetters, Nama kept up chanting the praises of the Lord. When. 
seven hours passed in this way, the Lord appeared to Nama and said, "I shall 
turn the world upside down if you wish. If you wish, I shall bring the dead cow 
to life so that all may see clearly and have faith.” On the prayer of Nama, Lord 
brought the cow to life. Its calf was brought near and the cow was milked. The 
pot full of milk was brought before the king. 

Seeing the pot of the milk, the king requested Nama through Qazis and 
mullahs, "O, Hindu ! I am your cow. Be kind to me." Getting this message, Nama 
said, "O, King! this miracle clearly shows that Nama’'s Lord abides everywhere 
all the time. So follow truth and be of noble disposition.” 
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- ~Namdhani Eliorary 


Glimpses of God 


Showing the people the true path of devotion to the Lord, Namdev went to 
Ayodhya from Delhi. There, he was singing devotional songs in a temple. A crowd 
of people gathered at the temple door to have a glimpse of him. Many low caste 
Shudras were a part of that crowd. Brahmins going to the temple were afraid 
of getting unclean by touch of those Shudras. Moreover, they were jealous of the 
fame of Namdev, a low caste tailor. Those Brahmins turned Namdev out of the 
temple, Namdev went and sat in the rear of the temple and showed his resentment 
to the Lord, “I had come to your temple in a cheerful mood. I was singing Thy 
praises when the Brahmins turned me out because I was born a tailor." While 
Namdev was saying this to the Lord, the door of the temple turned towards him. 
Namdev removed the false pride of high caste from the minds of Brahmins in 
this way and moved forward. 

One day a Mughal caught Namdev for forced labour. Namdev saw the Lord 
in the guise of a Mughal and said, "Come, my friend ! How are you ? I offer myself 
as a sacrifice to Thee. Your forced labour is smal) but Thy Name is lofty. Whence 
have You come from ? Where have You been and where are You going ? In Dwarka, 
this city of truth, it behoves one to tell the truth. Your turban is fine and Your 
words are very sweet. How has a Mughal come to Dwarka ? There are thousands 
of universes and Thou art the Lord of all. You are the Liberator, the Lord of Nama.” 

One day Namdev was going, singing the praises of God and keeping beat 
with cymbals. On the way, he met a Mohammedan saint. He snatched the 
cymbals from Namdev's hands. When Namdev saw the image of God in that 
saint, he said, "Come, my Lord, the Saint without a care. You have adopted the 
guise of an Abdali today. Sky is Thy cap, seven nether worlds are Thy shoes and 
all the bodies are temples of Thy abode. Fifty-six crore clouds are Thy cloak and 
sixteen thousand milkmaids are Thy pajamas. Eighteen loads of vegetation is 
Your mortar and the universe is Your plate. This body of Namdev is the mosque 
and his mind is the mullah who offers prayers. You assume form from the 
Formless One. To whom shall J complain when You, Yourself have snatched my 
cymbals from me while singing Your praises? Namdev's Lord is Knower of 
everything and roams everywhere.” 

One night, Namdev was engrossed in meditation. His hut started leaking due 
to rain. God built his hut anew. Next morning, the lady in the neighbouring house 
said, “Get my hut made from the carpenter who has built yours. I shall pay him 
double the wages.” Namdev said to her, "Sister, my Carpenter cannot be paid 
wages. My Carpenter asks the wages of devotion. He is the prop of my life.” In 
this way, Namdev always had the glimpses of God. He merged into Supreme Being 
in 1350 AD. 
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Farid's Hard Penance 


Baba Farid was born in 1173 AD. in village Kothowal near Multan. His full name 
was Farid-ud-din Masoud. His father was Jamal-ud-Din Suleman and mother 
Karsum Bibi. His mother was a lady of religious thoughts. She made Kabir offer 
Namaz, the daily prayer, while he was still a child by giving him sugar as a bait. 
That religious education made the living of Kabir very simple. He got his primary 
education in Arabic and Persian from his grandfather, Qazi Suaib. At the age of 
eighteen, he was sent to Multan for higher education to Maulana Minhaj-ud-Din 
Trimidhi. 

After completing his education at Multan, Baba Farid went to Kandhar for five 
years for higher learning. During his education, he performed many difficult 
austerities. On return journey from Kandhar, Baba Farid went to Kothowal where 
his father was a Qazi, to see his parents. After a short stay at Kothowal, he went 
to Delhi. There, he adopted Khwaja Kutub-ud-din Bakhtiar Kaki as his guru 
(spiritual teacher). He gave Baba Farid a room in his monastery and said, "The only 
purpose of taking birth tn this world is realisation of God and to achieve Him, one 
has to shun attachment with the pleasures of the world." 

Religious thinking of Baba Farid changed after the adoption of guru. Upto that 
time, his thinking was limited to attainment of heaven which according to prevalent 
thinking was sure to be achieved by observing fasts and study of the holy Koran. 
After that he began trying for a glimpse of God. He had four marriages, five sons 
and three daughters. When he saw that his family was a hindrance in the way of 
life of ascetics, he said, "Farid ! hard is the way of devotion to the Lord while | follow 
the ways of the world. The bundle of the world which I carry, where should | cast 
it off ?" Baba Farid did very hard penance but when he did not get a glimpse of God, 
he consoled himself saying. "I burn in anguish and wrench my hands in agony. I 
have become crazy and seek my beloved. What offence have Thou taken of me? It 
is I to blame not Him." After that he says in gratefulness to his guru, "My thoughts 
and vision were clouded. Worldliness is a hidden fire. 1 thank my guru otherwise 
I also would have been burnt." 

When Baba Farid grew old performing penance for the glimpse of God but He 
did not appear to him, he said, “Look Farid, what has befallen thee. Your beard has 
turned grey. The end is approaching and the past is left far behind.” After the death 
of his parents, Farid saw his end approaching. He sang, "Farid! where are thy 
parents who begot thee. They have gone while you looked on but you are still 
unconvinced of your end. Remember the day of your departure has been 
predetermined. The day of wedlock of the soul to the Supreme Being (death) is 
preordained. On that day the angel of death, about that you have heard, shall show 
his face. He shall draw this frail life out twisting and torturing the bones in the act. 
Tell this to yourself that this preordained day of wedlock shall not be put off. The 
life is the bride and death, the bridegroom, will marry her and carry her away. On 
whose shoulders will the body weep after giving away the bride with own hands.” 
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fafa war efe a Hg Sg il eater ag Sat AY wu|Sr g Safe wifes ea wa TS 
3 afs ot fest udg fea Gat } fiers arfenr far wer ot us fee Sher y, “edter 
Hare Fare for gefa efe dsr Hats SAt ee fooreyn Hare far gefo nach Gt 
fea ann sete at Horst fee aun fest om oe Gr fue Go rue ag wit ws feu 
Ose sea a aiff acs ot mefaret B SF at VS TE! 

wer xate at @ Ga fea units fea fea ude fre femr fan & fea ower ye 
2 Gus ot Suc Ht Cat 3 cue we fea tr w 4, wa On os Que Bea 
a auf ast gg ad fest wat fea ot sitfim fus' Qu wats & ovat 3 eer 
xdte $ Ufenr, “amr at, gat @ wet 8 thers 3 fest?” Cat 3 Gas fer, “ras 
2 FS TH, was Bt ote Ors Gus wae wT ote wien We oI Gu yee TS 
vies ford F us ool Are fen Sgt AG SS AEST 3 sa Shot marsha TF Erase 
w foo get o) Ga fen a se far $ oot FSS yer S tht wet & Ua aH Hae 
3 mat fitot Hee Gn S SH feu wa SO Us On fue Gn 2 vars fen sgt ss 
we uscufs det dfe fewer, ve Te Te faster weds ory Sere, a AA 
BTS ATS AT” 

wat fea & fas ur ass fue wer xote at fest eum Bs TE! 1235 inet 
fes Got 3 vane ot iis de fus Cat S yore St diet Fru fest met! Gait S SS 
¥3 mits 3 waiters fis|e we Sai wea fes Sot ut sta Sat offet gs F 
wre adtat wet act fes unr dle & fs]e set Qatar tte fea du a oar 
wote at fest F anit wa a1 ae att St fed agi dt mitat ot dia afue dat 
aw Gat 3 naga faad wrus fils fee So ae four fae Go merges 1265 etnet 
fee ue § flor 3 ae 
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Farid's Glimpse of Light _ 
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Farid's Glimpse of Light 


Baba Farid performed rigorous austerities while at Delhi. When he did not have 
a glimpse of God, he took permission from his guru to go to Jungles and do penance. 
When he was on his way to the Jungle, he heard ringing of a bell. He says, “I went 
and saw a bell at the gate. It was being hit though innocent. What will happen 
to us who are guilty ?" When he went out of the city, he saw graves and it came 
to his mind, “Farid! you are very careful about your turban lest it may get dirty 
but poor soul does not know that even the head will rot in dust." 

The body of Baba Farid was already feeble. It became still weaker by everyday 
fast in the jungles. One day Farid saw some crows moving nearby. He said to them, 
"My body {s reduced to a skeleton and you are ready to peck at my soles. Still the 
Lord has not revealed Himself, such is the fate of this poor man. You crows may 
devour my body and eat whole the flesh. Please leave my two eyes untouched as 
I still have a hope to behold my Lord." One morning, a blacksmith came to the 
Jungle to cut wood while it was still dark. On seeing him with an axe on his shoulder 
and pitcher of water on his head, Baba Fartd said to him, "See! in this jungle you 
are seeking wood for fire while { am searching my Lord." Baba Farid thought after 
he had said this that the Lord had His abode in his mind. Why was he roaming 
in jungles trampling thorns under his feet ? The Lord abode within him. Why seek 
Him in jungles ? That day Farid returned to Delhi from the jungles. Afterwards, 
he took permission of his guru to do penance by hanging upside down in a well 
and went to Hans. 

There in a mosque, Baba Farid found a tree, one branch of which passed over 
awell. He tied a rope to that branch and started doing penance by suspending himself 
feet up with that rope at night. After forty days of penance, the Qazi of that mosque 
asked Baba Farid, "Revered Baba ! has God revealed Himself to you ?" He replied, 
"Make forbearance thy bow and bow-string and if an arrow of forbearances is shot 
with it, It will not miss its mark with the will of God. Thus, by adopting forbearance, 
the contented ones have overcome their desires of the body. They do not reveal the 
secret of their experience to anyone. The devotees of the Lord abide by every command 
of the Lord and speak sweetly thus earn His pleasure. In this way, His devotees attain 
this state, "One who is wise yet innocent as a child, powerful yet humble. They share 
with others whatever they have but such devotees are very rare." 

After completing his forty day penance, Baba Farid returned to Delhi. In 
1235 AD, after the death of his guru, he was entrusted with the responsibilities 
of the guru. Men of wealth and big landlords started coming to meet him. There 
was a crowd of such people all the day. Poor people coming from far-off places had 
to wait for many days to see him. Seeing this, Baba Farid moved from Delhi to 
Hanst. When a similar crowd of the rich started assembling there also, he set up 
his abode at village Ajodhan on the bank of river Sutlej. There he merged with the 
Lord in October 1265 AD. 
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sfeemn a ante 


vas sfeern & ASH 1376 tinet few sare @ 33 ngs fils feu Sheu Gat 
ais gor tet 3 fust ween sy Ae fraud Hsbxt S euct na! cfeen er 
Hany Se de Ot eft we Se F eae SS Ast St he aes Ser AT efnnt 
3 Gai ct feo wes exGe et Gg & fews st Fast ow aa fFoT! Wet 
Je fue SA Cat ot wes, Ast ot Fer age a, at aetl when 3 Sa or a GH 
3 dua aa fest) sfeen at ea Je fue Set PS Se FS SSbut Psp 
wet a TNT ass SA! Set AS wer at Gu ot Ae ufvst vt agi dt age! 

fea fea dar Gus fenas aes oet wT ad que 3 afern UH vet Sat 
aot sta aseret | Set Tet Hat oat esa wet Su a HS 3 ww 3 a afeen_ § 
fea anita (A ot Saret ran) fest seen} gan $ fau", “gH der us fers 
aos 7 ad F, Het SS fea ante dar ws set se S we us feu ante Gu > 
ge ge aaa d we Qu da wus Se a eS” Go| 3 dar Gus fenss age fu 
ofeen & fest ante ae & ufo dar Ye wu da eur & foo, “dar Hest, 
umué fea Bt az nets as 81” dor Gus feuss age Stam Sf fa uret 
fed fea da wos orfenr fan 8 gov] @ da fed Cu anita 3 fam 3 fea wet 
. fea mdu 3 far fer ase fue seen 2 wanai act YS SS iis re Sai 
wa a3 WY fea dt ofeen & ofve wet ays Woes Has Gira fea" form, Fat 
a wanot Bel are eS Regt wet Hern wer fest aet 3 Afar wet See 
Hea wer fear! 

gunet $ ofeen & afsara Set Su & var de Sat | Sgt 3 feds 3 Ft waver 
Sven un w @ fares atst, “ns wan WHat gS aet FE Ten St fitfiowt 
wus odt ae Hae! Been FE Ta OM wT USE ase 3) Ga | Sf We)” 
aoen & wan 3 afeen S ue a View, “Swe Od oo wo uss fag acer 
ot?” Gat 3 Gas fea, “HS & we afes Bue 3 Su Sy ware VS us MS fed 
Qu Hor ot Te vs, wet cht ofa Su|e S Se Ser waebnt vs us Tem uret 
dt ual fen agi met due $ wore, Yast, 2a, ge whe Bare Tt us AS feT 
rant AS gout Mtoe Ut EAT, der wt AS Pave! wet ws ufeg 31 A GAs 
nova fee first foot we ot Gu ne St mufeg g nie ous A Hee Ot BSS der 
for fea fier fest we ot Gu noe St dor 3 nS as fie & ufeg 3 Het 
a1 fen sgt FSA ror os fie & wrvet wa vn Ae ae Bor Ut AS nies 
yan ot ot fen sgt ws aa aet 2, fas Het 2 vies uret vt fmm Het uret 
F fast ua wet 31 Ga S cas as a ua a we fer We ot Gn fue Het we 
ws § wet a fimra Sart Bg T wet 31” sag seen wit fea Ose FE STH 
ory afeen eT HeNE Fe for GONE stebat uw a wat § VS Te! 
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Ravidas’s Kasira 


Saint Ravidas was born in 1376 AD at village Mandoor near Banaras. His 
mother's name was Karma Devi and his father was Mandas Raghu who was a 
shoe merchant. From his childhood, Ravidas by nature, was disposed to sharing 
his food with others and service of the saints. To change these habits of Ravidas, 
his parents married him to Bhagwanti. His habit of serving holy men did not 
leave him even after marriage. Fed up with this, his parents put him on his own. 
After moving away from his parents, Ravidas started earning his livelihood by 
making new shoes and repairing the old. Whenever, a holy man came to him, 
he would serve him as before. 

One day, a Brahmin, going for a holy dip in the Ganges, got his shoes mended 
from Ravidas. Seeing his damaged shoe made like a new one, the Brahmin was 
pleased and gave Ravidas a Kasira (one fourth of a Paisa). Ravidas said to the 
Brahmin, "You are going for a ritual bath at the Ganges. Please take this coin 
from me as ari offering to Mother Ganges but this Kasira is to be offered only 
if the Mother puts out her hand and accepts it." After bathing in the Ganges, 
the Brahmin took the Kasira sent by Ravidas in his hand and extending his arm 
towards the river, said, "Mother Ganges! please accept the offering of the 
servant." Those bathing in the river saw that a hand emerged from the water, 
took the Kasira from the Brahmin’s hand and disappeared into the river. After 
this miraculous happening, men of wealth started coming for a glimpse of 
Ravidas, In a short time, a grand house was constructed for Ravidas. An inn 
for the stay of saints and devotees coming for an audience and a separate temple 
for spiritual discourses were also constructed. 

The Brahmins started feeling jealous of the reverence of Ravidas. They got 
together, went to the ruler of Banaras and complained, "According to our religious 
books, no Shudra can gain knowledge of religion. Ravidas, a Shudra preaches 
religion. He should be stopped.” The ruler of Banaras called Ravidas and asked 
him, "Why do you propagate religion when you are only low caste Shudra ?" He 
replied, "Gold ornaments look different to sight but are basically gold. The waves 
of water seem to be different but in reality are water. In the same way, we are 
called as Brahmin, Khatri, Vaish and Shudra but in reality, all are a part of 
Brahma. Secondly, the water of Ganges is very sacred for the Brahmins. If that 
water is mixed in wine, it becomes unholy for them. If a bottle of wine is poured 
in the river Ganges, that wine will also become sacred by loosing its identity. 
In this way, by becoming one with the Lord I have lost the stigma of caste and 
creed. The longing for the Lord has taken roots in my heart in such a way as 
the thirst of water in a fish. A fish dies when taken out of water. If it is cut, cooked 
and eaten, the person, who has taken it begins feeling thirsty.” Hearing this reply 
from Ravidas, the ruler became his devotee. Brahmins returned to their homes, 
eyes downcast with shame. 
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dfean que? fe 

fea od fads & rH Ter S Gr St vet wat steat S fenars Wad TE aaTGA 
Wat Ga vet vet 3 uscn @ Sat wit ofeern Ut ast ate Het Qa fea fea 
afeen & 33 Cat S vanat set wat aet! sag deen 2 Quen ye a Tet Gat 
ot faa we oet wet & we favs DoS Hs Gai J vet & fea ge § TE Was 
west ays ae Blam Oot S wa TA | faw, “Tet Gn ge ot fim ve oat d 
frost a raat ot uet ager aS a dt west ager 01” oH F feu ve I ays 
ata orfeert 

oH BS ue nme da St fee S wus wa Ber a Uferr, “sara Ft, oF St 
oH rest Case 3S ow Ot oad St uT age 31 Hi ge Je 2 et wet Fag 
we 83 3)” gag ofeen 3 Ose fea, “Ht faust yoot Bt un act? He fee Gu 
2, mits Gus Ga 3 S ga wR Ga 21 Ne wit fea oot T Hae" fa F Qu nt Se 
ar yor a ust, Ses Bhd Us Cn § Fe ast, Heat ode ats wet ws fens 
aoe Gx § U-garat feat 31 On tat rue aru aus ae a UT ATE Tt 
Ra Bet On S an dt orast 3, ane 3, des 8, ote 3, Scat 9 S Sat! Gre oH 
fast rat aanust got d1” fea ge & ont St Gat & fan we form) 

wet 3 fags aun wr 2 fea YS da w yaa ae S Bas OfewH § fess OT 


Sat wonet 2 vot fee gon Ht fa A Cat sfeern wT eaarfenr wer ur fam st 
Qu mufeg 3 wedi, fae wae feu foe 3 fa ge @ da Soe oS wer fan 
Sy Re eee eee eee ene ee 
wet fore atsr wat wet wat a WS Gove Vast feu 8s G AS SHS sae Sat 
+ Gat gua puns 2 fews seen sas-8o sae Ge Sar! fed As Sy 
Sat rfont S vot fee Get wa w dare fe for Ogi wa 3 fee & Tet 
ee mer eo een em a Rea ae wee nee 

& weet 0 ae! 

vas ofeen 3 Gat § Stim, “wa & cdua fee mou forset 3, Gn eas 


a am wud He Gus fax four d se F Poe SAG oimera age vs fea 
we Go gerd ne or J nage TS Ga aetet § foern|e wer S fens aE 
wer 01” fen agi Qa Fast S Hat S SoH BS ade 1527 Lindt fea fuss fea 
wets faorar ae 
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Ravidas among Brahmins 


Once Rana, the Raja of Chittaur and his queen Jhali during a pilgrimage 
to holy places, reached Banaras. There queen Jhali heard from the people of 
Banaras great praise of Ravidas. One day she went to his hermitage for an 
audience with Ravidas. Having heard the teaching of Ravidas, she became his 
disciple. The Brahmins who accompanied the queen felt very bad about her 
adopting a Shudra as her guru. They went and said to the Raja, “The queen has 
become a disciple of a Shudra who neither worships the idols nor performs Aarti 
prayer with lamps." The Raja was very angry to hear this. 

The Raja sent his men to call Ravidas and asked him, "Revered ascetic ! you 
neither perform Aarti nor worship idols. Moreover you are a Shudra and have 
become guru of my Rani (queen).” Saint Ravidas replied, "What idol should I 
worship? The Lord pervades the water, abides on the land and is present 
everywhere. My conscience does not allow me to offer Him milk first tasted by 
the calf, offer Him flowers that have been defiled by the black bee and bathe 
Him with water made foul by the fish. He loves devotion. I worship Him with 
offering of my soul. For me His Name is Aarti, saffron, sandalwood, the lamp, 
wick and oil. All the vegetation is naught without His Name." On these words, 
the Raja also became his disciple. 

On her return to Chittaur, the Rani organised a big religious feast and called 
Saint Ravidas there. When the Brahmins of Chittaur came to know that Saint 
Ravidas who was to consecrate the religious feast was a Shudra by caste, they 
took from the Rani uncooked rations of flour, pulses and butter. Those Brahmins 
had a doubt in their minds that they would become unclean if they took meals 
distributed by Saint Ravidas as it is written in Shastras (Hindu religious books}, 
that food touched by a Shudra becomes unclean. Those Brahmins cooked the 
meals themselves with great care, in keeping with the tradition of the Shastras. 
When those Brahmins sat side by side happily to take their meals, they saw Saint 
Ravidas sitting between every two of them. Seeing this, all the arrogance of being 
of high caste left their minds. They collectively asked forgiveness of the Rani and 
Saint Ravidas for their ignorance. They fell at the feet of the man whose touch 
they did not like. 

Saint Ravidas told them, "Toddy tree yields wine. Nobody worships that tree 
but when words in the praise of the Lord are written on its leaves, people worship 
those leaves and pay obeisance to them. Similarly, [ am a shoemaker by caste 
whose touch is feared by people. I used to drag away dead cattle near Banaras 
for skinning. From the day, I have written the Name of the Lord on my mind . 
even the Brahmins offer me obeisance. This all happens only if the Lord so 
ordains. He is the One to bless the poor and bestow upon them honour." Riding 
the minds of people of the misgivings in this way, he gave up this mortal body 
in 1527 AD At Chittaur. 
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gas Aes 


as Fee S HoH Usrt tare @ fag ute gu @ fls aeat fea 1130 etnet 
238 33 dem Gate fus won A Gn Be SST OH Set AT Cai 3 Anfas 
fitve 2s was fomrs fest: fen sgt Go waus fea ot afer fare sar ue) Os 
dis fous 3 ory ot or a uno SSI Gu farsi ear gn we & On fea dag 
aed affei fea ect Ga namae & Hes ae! FS fea Pos warstist »ruet 
Barat uewest § Hes feu deent war a Sse wet orfenr Teme Ht CHS eS 
} Dee Wr et Saat ot wet at os aaa oT Ur fearer aa four | gars eS 
2 atg ass Gus SF Ons "uet aaat ut wet Gai os aa fest 

vas Fes Ht uereat § 3 a mus fils or Te FA Cat 3 fos du—ss 
Tur, sis dfs 3 des Sa fat Gat fed ats die ava yffe Ten Gn fea 
fans 3 our dint awetat 8 a ore § ror we free wa Shim 31 OF 
fud Got et ar we On feu de dati dare S TA Game As 3 Gat § ms 
Un fevers! fea dy fou gars Fee Ut Aa He S Aus eS oA 4 Gai G fee 
wet Her sf) Aus wT ad gars Hee 3 ons fee want 3 es form! gas 
Ree 8 rant § Shor, “Ft ats die w Bua ot 3 7A Same fa 3 feeeat 
fet uti Gat 3 gas Aes St det ats wt get! Qa ST us we aa foo 3 SF 
ore 89 & ua feu Ae fest! garg Hee § ys fea prar 3 fast det da AT 
on ot fant! Gat udt et fines ag as feo ade Geass & oer Gn UA Ut 
Sfurr| Gx 3 garg Aes yu fee ave for 3 as 3 for! 

as feo fue Ae garg ASS Ht Ae Bet fours Te at oA F Host atest, “AG 
at ffimr 32 fan oe fer non Hes afeur We” gars AES 3 fag, “SH 
Ha 5 us 3 3 Qo font fea faen ase 31 A SS ast, Hat S Ia HSaat Ut 
fet 3 ot 33, oe S AS Ha fara & Gn fines feu oa a, fan os 3d 
we ms Se ga 3 Wed! Ua, es, Ha S su Se att we aut” 

gas Aes at Gn fue on ot dadt es a fills w a afore Ba uel fea ee 
Haat 3 ow & Oqt $ Aes ats, “gH Far F feat prac § fae wher 2” Sat 
3 Sas fea, “Ft ve We oS Ws for, we few Sor 3 Bon Fe OAS YS 
wan 8d de wus de feat! fen agi H nue Hs 3 88 Gt SS wale aa fe 
3 Qn § wud we SF 3a a <h fee as foor fen 3g TF rer ot fas HET 
ase dé vifts uta! Qn vifqs 3 Ret vier vs ae fest |” garg ASS Ht fen set 
Raat S de wGe whan } ftir ose ferrGe Te 72 we a Ore feu neta 
fore Te! 


43 


Namdhari €library Namdhari€library@gmail.com 


Saint Jaidev 


Saint Jaidev was bom at village Kenduli in district Bir Bhoom of West Bengal 
around 1130 AD. His father's name was Sri Bhoj Dev and mother's Ram Devi, 
He took great interest in learning S&nskcrit. In this way, he started writing poetry 
in his childhood. He composed songs and was happy singing those. He roamed 
the country in the guise of ascetics. Once he went to Jagan Nath temple. There, 
a Brahmin had come with his daughter, Padmavati to make her a 'Dev Dasi’ (maid 
of the gods) and leave her there. At the instant, he saw Jaidev, he decided to 
marry his daughter to him in spite of refusal by Saint Jaidev, 

Saint Jaidev returned to his village with Padmavati. There, he wrote three 
books on religion namely Rasan Raghav, Geet Govind and Chandra Lok. Out of 
these books, Geet Govind became very famous. In this book are the ways of the 
union of the soul with the Supreme Being with parables from the stories of Radha 
and Krishna. His fame spread throughout the country after that. Raja Lakshman 
Sen of Bengal appointed him to be one of his five learned men. As the fame of 
Saint Jaidev reached Jaipur, the Raja sent him an invitation to meet him. On 
his way to Jaipur, Saint Jaidev was caught by robbers. Saint Jaidev told the 
robbers, "I am the writer of Geet Govind and one of the five scholars of Raja 
Lakshman Sen." They paid no heed to what Saint Jaidev said to them. They 
robbed him of his valuables, tied him up and threw him into a well. Saint Jaidev 
saw that no one but God could help him. He went into contemplation of the Lord. 
The Raja of Karaunch Utkal passed that way. He got Saint Jaidev out of the well 
and took him along with him. 

When, after some days, Saint Jaidev was ready to leave, the Raja requested, 
“Please impart to me the knowledge by which I may be free from the cycle of 
life and death.” Saint Jaidev said, "God, the Supreme Being is above all and He 
abides in everyone. If you desire salvation, fame or fulfilment of other wishes, 
give up craving, greed and vile thinking and get engrossed in His meditation by 
which your fears and troubles will end. Ritual feasts, charity, Yoga and austerities 
are of no use." 

After that, Saint Jaidev left the service of the Raja and went to his village 
to live there. One day, Yogis came and questioned him, “How did you realise God 
without yoga ?” He replied, “I inhaled through the moon passage (left nostril}, held 
in my inner being and exhaled through the sun passage (right nostril), chanting 
the Divine Name. In this way, I made my mind humble regarding bad deeds and 
subdued it by preventing it from wandering. Thus, I tasted the divine ambrosia 
revelling in the praise of the Lord. That ambrosia rid me of any doubt." In this 
way, Saint Jaidev enlightened the Yogis and others who came to him, about the 
true path and gave up the mortal body at the age of 72. 
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gas AUST 


Bos AUS et AoW 1180 enet few fils Hfsets, Jeowe fila Fa fee Sfeur 
Got 8 gee arebat ot dy ad Ws! Cat 3 St wus agaat war fol dad 
aver ma Quer ag ag feat! Sgt uA Ge Ate WY As eH aes Bet Bo AS 
aet ang Ha Gai § afd, “nad, 3a Wad dee & feta dor oot fen ST Ser 
36 dafout ow AH BS Ser usar |” Ras Fas fee, “feu fast ot Ne TACT 
age we vs 3 St aes oforw fan pron S AG der ater 3 Gu 3 HG feg 
fos fs 31 fava fet sar 3 3 fava wer 2, fen w Qa fas te ws § 
ust a, RS ay us oti” 

fea fea Gat un fea wa »rfen Gr 3 Aud § fea ws Usd we HH Tae 
ay 2 fan, “Hofer, 3 wean et un ass Ut a fen oe WH Seer t1 fed 
Sar ad aaer\” was & Oza fess, “fea aver Was at Rar Ser 31” wg B far, 
“fon Weare § ane 2 de oot Sard orate | fea FAs S21 F fen St wer afm 
aston |” Aud 8 fast fat Gus + Ga es wo S es fest wg Qu ean & 
a ge flor 3 and fea Ree Sor, “Host vs da tet Hg Gas T ufost fer ABTIH 
Sue war 2 fenws aeeGer wt, gu fee tS fen Her Saar Ht Ow HS Ht 
ut F fend 3 & a feo ati Het feurs ot ur Gus fea wean ae stm 
oot dear” fea Ae & wy <u »rfer ws Co eae Aad § =n 2 fer 
2 far, “Ss wad HI sas } Ast Wea wt & Vous Sear!” 

Qrirg 3 we fie nud @ 1s few wran 8 vanat of Oar wa aa met He 
Gat é fers de CuarGe sar ats, “feu dion a wed feg stone gers | aet 
Forse = at de Hest l Fe Yo AW Has Ts AG aay 3 oA ftw Has as SR 
fag faa oA ier ta ge HS eS hg Pues ys oe Hag FHS gfe ofH 
Bord wes g we fag sat AA fare’ u ets ye Gar fs ag ahs veTSg HD 
ant ae JQ adt fae orfa 3 Ha mGne Ser ote Sy HUA AS Sa” 

fea Hm fea arua 3 om & AUS § faa", “HY fea dad Bt Ba See)” FOS 
3 fas, “ge at ya fer, ag 3 S eT!” Gu B faw, “NS riz WH aga 
woe 2 we FB wh eae OA SBI had 8 fear, “AA ge Naw ator 
ot nea ga ware 3 wear!” Gnd faw, “SG dad } wos Ut Bs ali F fas 
Qn xt fea dar 0G de 2S 81” oa @ wae aes Cus Hue dew Ba we 
Had ae far st Gn } slam, fast dao Gus afe for Te, “Rafat, nin s wow 
feo or & ost war tgs Blam 31” fea we a AUs 3 I dao faa fier S 
nmyet Hagel dhe Bel Ae ava Ve fs St Ga CaS Set aa Ba ST fe | 
wad § may 0 at fa feo ot Qa meu wt fuer wus Bas § Ta ew Us 
& wane te orfenr Ht 
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: Saint Sadhna 


Saint Sadhna was born in 1180 AD at village Sehwan in Hyderabad Sindh province. 
His ancestors were butchers by profession. He also took up the family profession of 
slaughtering goats and selling meat. Sadhus and beggars passing by would sit for rest 
at his place. Many vegetarian saints would tell him, "Sadhna! your profession of 
slaughtering and selling goats is not good. You shall have to repay by taking birth as 
a goat many times over." Sadhna used to reply, "My ancestors have been following this 
profession and J have taken it up. The Lord who has brought me into this world has 
given me this profession. Which profession ts good or which is bad I don't know. The 
One who decides the job, knows better about it.” 

One day a mendicant came to him. He saw Sadhna weighing meat against a black 
stone as weight and sald, “O' Sadhna! you weigh meat with this Saligram black stone, 
symbol of Shivji, instead of worshipping it. It is not good.” Sadhna replied "This black 
stone is my weight.” The mendicant said, “A butcher should not touch this Saligram. 
Give it to me. I shall worship it." Sadhna gave that stone to the mendicant without any 
hesitation. The mendicant took that stone and went his way. On his way a thought came 
to his mind, "Before starting his everyday work, Sadhna used to bathe this Saligram with 
all his devotion, burn incense before It and paid obeisance to it. I am taking it away from 
a true devotee, This Saligram will never be pleased with my hypocratic worship." At this 
thought, the mendicant came back, returned the stone to Sadhna and said, "One day, 
the real Saligram will reveal to a true devotee like you.” 

After the departure of the mendicant. the longing for a glimpse of the Lord took root 
in Sadhna's mind. Whenever, he was free, he would start singing, “For the love of a 
princess, a man disguised himself as Vishnu. You saved the honour of that man full of 
lust and selfishness. Enlightener of the world, what merit is Yours If our deeds continue 
to pursue us? Why seek shelter with the tiger if a jackal make meal of us? A rainbird 
suffers for want of a drop of water. What is the use if an ocean {s found after its death? 
1 am tired, how can I delay a glimpse of Thee ? If, after drowning, a boat is found, who 
‘will then ride tt? | am nothing, nothing Is mine and. there is no ego. O' Lord! save the 
honour of Sadhna, Thy servant. now.” 

One evening, a customer came and asked Sadhna. “Weigh for me a leg of mutton.” 
Sadhna said, “There is no meat left now. Please come tomorrow and take it." The customer 
said, "I need the meat badly now. You may charge double the price for it.” Sadhna said, 
“If I slaughter a goat now, it will rot by tomorrow.” The man said, “You have no need 
to slaughter a goat. Cut only one leg and give it to me." Pressed by the customer, when 
Sadhna went near the goat with a hatchet, he felt as if the goat was saying to him, "O' 
Sadhna ! you are going to open a new account today in greed.” At this voice of his inner 
self, hatchet fell out of Sadhna's hand and he turned to the customer to tell his 
helplessness. He did not find any customer there. A thought came to Sadhna's mind, 
“It was the Lord Himself Who had come to reveal Himself to his devotee in the form of 
a customer.” 
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Saint Trilochan 


Saint Trilochan was born in 1267 AD at village Barsi district Sholapur in 
Maharashtra. He belonged to Vaish caste. He heard about the fame of Saint 
Namdev and reached Narsi Bamni for an audience with him. In his very first 
meeting, he requested Saint Namdev to give him a glimpse of his Lord. He said 
to Saint Trilochan in reply, “You shall also have a glimpse of Him if you 
contemplate Him with devotion while working with your limbs at the same time.” 
Listening to this advice, he adopted Saint Namdev as guru, returned to his village 
and started serving every mendicant who came that way. The company of the 
holy men rid his mind of craving for worldly things and fear of death. This resulted 
in his having glimpses of God around him. 

Many a time some hypocrite Sadhus would come to Saint Trilochan. He 
would preach them, "Your minds are polluted. You have not assimilated the truth 
but have dressed as recluses. Entangled in false notions, you are wandering 
hither and thither. You are nourishing your body with food begged from the 
householders. You have pterced your ears, put big rings in them and smeared 
your bodies with ashes from cremation grounds. All this hypocrisy is for money. 
Truth cannot be realised without a guru. Give up this chanting, penance, bathing 
at holy places and hypocratic guises. Nothing is gained by doing these. These 
are just like churning water for butter. Meditate on the Lord who is the creator 
of this universe." 

After he had gained Divine Knowledge, Saint Trilochan would tell anyone 
who asked for a remedy to his suffering, to divert their thoughts from the worldly 
stuff to God and said, "One does not know about death. It may come any time. 
One, who thinks about wealth at the time of death will be reborn as a snake. 
If he thinks of women, he will be a prostitute in the next life. Thoughts of sons 
coming at the moment of death will result in reincarnation as a pig. Longing for 
buildings brings the life of a ghost. If the mind is immersed in thoughts of the 
Lord, salvation will be the result. But His thoughts can come at the time of death 
only, if your thinking is conditioned on Him beforehand." 

With the passage of time, Saint Trilochan became very famous among the 
saints. One group or the other of saints was always present at his place. His 
wife had to cater to their food. One day, she felt fed up and uttered some words 
derogatory to the Lord. Saint Trilochan told her, "O' foolish one! do not speak 
ill of the Lord. Pain and pleasure is all the outcome of your past deeds. The moon 
has a holy dip in the Ganges daily yet the scar of misdeeds from his forehead 
is not washed. Hanuman (monkey god), set the city of Lanka ablaze, pleased Ram 
Chander by bringing the plant of life but the curse of stealing clothes of a saint 
persisted. Ram Chander gave him loin-cloth as reward for his services. Past deeds 
cannot just be erased off your balance sheet. Bear pain and pleasure as ordained 
by Him and join me in the praise of the Lord." Thus Saint Trilochan kept up 
serving the saints till the end. 
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Saint Beni 


No information is available about the life of Saint Beni. Three verses composed 
by him are included in Guru Granth Sahib from which it can be guessed that he 
lived in Bihar at the time of Saint Namdev. According to poet Kalya, Saint Beni 
remained engrossed in the Lord, singing His praises. 

Seeing people running in pursuit of the riches of this world day and night, 
he said, "When the man was in the mother’s womb, he was fully engrossed in the 
Lord. At that time he had no pride of himself. After coming out of the womb into 
this world. he has put away the thought of the Lord from his mind and has fallen 
into doubts and bad deeds. In childhood, he got busy in play and pleasures and 
swallowed poison taking it for nectar. He paid no attention to contemplation, 
restraint, good deeds and good thinking. This resulted in the five evils tormenting 
him. Even after marriage, he continued to seek other women. Seeing others die, 
he did not think about his own death but thought of the wealth of the one who 
was dead. Even on getting old, he did not remember the Lord. His eyesight is gone 
and so is hearing, he cannot speak yet he wants a long life. He is ignorant of the 
fact that without contemplation of the Lord nobody gets liberation by mere death. 

One day a group of mendicants asked Saint Beni to accompany them on a 
pilgrimage to Prayag. He replied, "The sacred place Prayag or Triveni where the three 
rivers the Yamuna, Ganges and Saraswati meet, lies within us. The inner self where 
the Lord abides is our Prayag. Our mind should bathe there in the glory of the 
Lord. The Lord who is above the worldly material has His abode there. It is only 
through teaching of a guru that one comes to know of Him. Gods like the moon, 
sun and water are not worshipped there. Bathing in that nectar gives Divine 
Imowledge and destroys foul thinking. Divine ambrosia seeps at the abode of the 
Supreme Being. One who comes to know this secret comes to realise God. The 
wisdom given by my guru has destroyed my evil nature. I pray to the Lord for His 
Name. I have no need to bathe at holy places." 

When a hypocrite Brahmin came to know that Saint Beni has called bathing 
at sacred places and Yoga as meaningless, he came with a saffron mark on his 
forehead. Saint Bent said to him, "You smear your body with sandalwood paste 
and apply ‘Tulsi’ leaves on your forehead but within you {s a lethal dagger. Like 
a stork, you always stand tn wait to cheat people. You shun the service of saints. 
Pay prolonged obeisance to the idol of Vishnu but quarrel at night for sharing the 
offerings. You bathe daily and change your Dhotis to become holy. All these actions 
of yours are meant to gather other people's property. You dance with your feet but 
your mind is full of evils. This dance of yours {s not faith. With a rosary of Tulsi 
around your neck and saffron mark on your forehead, you sit crosslegged on a deer 
skin, but you do not chant the Name of Krishna from your heart. The one who 
has not realised the reality of the Lord ts blind and all his rituals are meaningless. 
] tell you that without a true guru one cannot find the path of truth." 
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Saint Ramanand 


Saint Ramanand was born in 1366 AD at Prayag which was renamed 
Allahbad .afterwards. Ramanand's mother Sushilla and father Pushp Sadan 
Sharma were Gaur Brahmins. At the age of six, Ramanand was made to wear 
the sacred thread and was admitted for studies in Raghavanand Ashram at Kashi 
(Banaras). After the completion of his studies, he decided to become a hermit 
and adopted Swami Raghavanand as his guru. Swami Raghavanand was the 
chief preacher of Sri sect and was a successor to the seat of Saint Ramanuj. He 
entrusted the propagation of his sect to Saint Ramanand and started living at 
Ayodhya himself. 

As directed by his guru, Saint Ramanand started preaching at the places 
of pilgrimage to rid the simple pilgrims of the false notions. For the purpose of 
cheating the pilgrims at the sacred places, the priests and Brahmins had invented 
many false rituals such as eternal heaven to the one dying under the wheels of 
the chariot of Jagan Nath in Orissa; heaven to the one who gets sawed by the 
‘Kalwatra' saw at Banaras; heaven to one who dies of the fall from the Banian 
tree at Prayag etc. At first Saint Ramanand cared a lot for caste, creed and 
untouchability. However, seeing the treatment given by the priests and Brahmins 
to the low caste, he gave up the discrimination on account of caste and 
untouchability. Due to which thousands of people became his devotees. 

Anyone could join Ramanand's sect irrespective of being a woman or a man, 
Hindu or Muslim, Brahmin, Khatri, Vaish, Shudra, Raja or a commoner or 
belonging to any province. According to the thinking of Saint Ramanand, 
everyone has equal right to meditate on the Lord in the same way as one has 
a right on the air, water and earth. Due to the propagation of these ideas, Saint 
Ramanand had to come into conflict with the Maulvis and Brahmins who create 
divisions among the people to loot them. Out of the disciples of Saint Ramanand, 
Kabir a weaver, Dhanna—a farmer, Sain—a barber, Parmawati—a woman and 
Pipa—a Raja, became very famous. Two works of Saint Ramanand, ‘Sri Vaishnav 
Matabaj Bhaskar’ and 'Sri Rama Charan Padhati’ became very famous. 

Once, the devotees of Vishnu, asked Saint Ramanand to Join them in the 
‘Aarati'—worship of Vishnu with lamp. The reply he gave to the devotees of 
Vishnu, {s included in the holy Guru Granth in Raga Basant. This was his reply, 
“I no longer need to go anywhere. | am happy in my house. My mind does not 
waver. I have found peace. On a certain day, a desire for worship arose in my 
mind, I rubbed sandal and gathered other fragrant material. When I started for 
the worship of Brahma, my guru revealed the Lord within me. Now, whichever 
holy place I go, I find the same water there and in every temple I go, | find 
ordinary stones. I need to go to any other place only if He be not present here. 
I offer my body and soul to the true guru who has rid me of all doubts." At 
this reply, the Vishnu devotees went away. Saint Ramanand breathed his last 
at Banaras in 1467 AD. 
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Saint Sain 


Saint Sain was born in December, 1400 AD at village Sohal district Amritsar. 
His father was Sri Mukand Rai and mother Jiwan Devi. His father belonged to 
Golhen caste of barbers. When he was ten, he was sent to Lahore to his aunt, 
Sobhi Devi. At Lahore, he learnt the job of a barber and a physician from Ustad 
Rahim Khan and took up service with the Raja of Badhavgarh. On his job, he 
was responsible for the shampoo, massage and bath of the Raja, take care of 
his dresses and entertain him with songs and stories from time to time. 

One day, the courtiers and ministers praised Saint Kabir very much in the 
court. Sain was also present in the court at that time. On hearing praises of Saint 
Kabir from the ministers, he also made up his mind to take up meditation of 
God. He went to Banaras and adopted Saint Ramanand as his guru. After his 
return, he started contemplation of the Name of the Lord besides the company 
and service of the mendicants as had been instructed by the guru. 

One evening, Sain was returning home after his duties at the court. On the 
way, he met a group of Sadhus. Saint Sain took that group home. After the meals, 
the Sadhus started a discourse that continued throughout the night. Saint Sain 
was so engrossed in that discourse that he forgot to go to bathe the Raja early 
in the morning. When the discourse came to the close after sunrise, Saint Sain 
remembered to go to the Raja. Afraid of the displeasure of the Raja, he got ready 
in a hurry and reached the court. 

The Raja saw Saint Sain coming and said, "Sain ! you have returned so soon ? 
You had just gone after giving me the massage and bath.” Saint Sain replied very 
humbly, “Your highness! please forgive me. I was busy serving the mendicants 
who had come to my house and could not be present in your service." The Raja 
took off the necklace from his neck, put it around Saint Sain's neck and said, 
"I am very pleased with your service today.” At this Saint Sain said, “Your 
highness ! I did not come to give you a bath. Seeing me busy serving the holy 
men, God Himself came in my garb and gave you the bath." Hearing this, the 
Raja paid obeisance to Saint Sain and’ said, “Sain! if your God is of this nature, 
I am your disciple from this day.” 

After this happening, the fame of Saint Sain's devotion spread far and near. 
One of his verses is included in the holy Guru Granth in which he says, "How 
should I go to perform an ‘aarti'—worship with lamp of the Lord with incense, 
lamp and butter ? O' my Formless One, unconcerned with worldly things, Your 
Name is the lamp and devotion to Thee is the wick. Only a devotee of the Lord 
knows of the bliss He bestows. Only he can explain Eternal bliss. O' Lord! free 
me from this cycle of birth and death. Anybody else, who desires Eternal peace 
should meditate on the Lord.” 
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pron ze fines Bg ae fest At, ae Ht Shim fa ones arta Ste yrs Ut garst 
ae @ Set a ue far at, adte pew Cn os us ag & Get w Mes T fer Ht, 
sfeem oH 3 went wt Hu fomrar & Gu S wens ats na 3 Re aret Sm feo 
Qn a eat o farw Hitt fen agi H St omet oras ur fem” 

fea Fe & gone @ 88 % faw, “AG SA oS oras S eons ase!” 8S S fa, 
“3 5 On St ater st Ga 3G wane 2 Sear Ft Het gi got ut fora & 
@n @ fines fee Sar a! He, Gu ot He Swe G fee 31 3G Cn 3 tS de fee 
we @ fest! uagt feu aS der as & Gai G St Gu we @ fee 3” Gore feu afs 
& fa Gfonr, fen aaa ot yar Ht adt es Hoe faGia fea wer fas a, tat vier 
far | 

U8 sas $ Fe far Sta Ot Sa Tet Si Go eS oa St fen gt dost ager 
fat Go wore war He feu Ue, “d yg! So oH wut OI fros Sat gat ase t 
3 nS we Oy feae 1 oH feq' Vat ot Ss 8, 3H BS TH FG Us aT” 
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Saint Dhanna 


Saint Dhanna was born in a family of farmers in 1415 AD at village Dhuan in 
Rajasthan. One day, his parents called a Brahmin to their house for the ritual 
worship. Dhanna was a child at that time. Seeing the Brahmin ask favours of the 
idol time and again with folded hands, Dhanna asked the Brahmin, "Does this idol 
of yours fulfil your demands ?” The Brahmin replied, "Ask anything of this idol it 
gives." At this reply, Dhanna took one idol from the Brahmin, took it to fields and 
placing it there, started worshipping it daily to get his work done. 

When Dhanna went to Banaras, he came to know from the saints that by 
devotion to the Divine Name one realises the true God who fulfils every wish of His 
devotee. If the idols of the Brahmins were real, they would have no need to go from 
house to house to beg. To realise that God, Dhanna adopted Saint Ramanand as 
his guru, He started meditation of God as advised by him and returning to village. 
he started helping the needy and service of mendicants. This made him realise, “I 
have taken birth many a time before this. In those lives, my mind and body remained 
engrossed in craving for worldly things and pleasures. Forgetting the Lord, the mind 
Kept enjoying those poisons that tasted sweet. Thus the mind did not attain peace 
and continued in the cycle of birth and death. With the teaching of the guru, my 
mind has started on the path of the Lord. Devotion to the Lord has made me to realise 
the true pleasure and also made me free of the bondage of birth and death.” 

One day Dhanna was going to his fields. On the way he met the same Brahmin, 
going to one of his client's house for performing worship. In his bag was the same 
idol to which he used to pay obetsance in order to get offerings to fill his belly. He 
asked Dhanna, "Dhanna! do you bathe that idol daily and worship It?" Dhanna 
replied, "I had given up its worship and started devotion to the Lord when I came 
to know that a poor tailor Namdev had become worth millions by meditation of the 
Lord; Kabir a weaver had become an ocean of virtues by devotion to Him; shoemaker 
Ravidas had a glimpse of Him by giving up attachment with worldly things and He 
had come to abide in the mind of barber Sain. In this way, I have also found the 
Real Deity.” 

Hearing this, the Brahmin said to Dhanna, “Let me also have a glimpse of your 
Lord." Dhanna said, "If you devote yourself to Him, He will reveal Himself to you. 
Like me, you should also give up false worship and start meditating on Him. Listen, 
He provides for everyone to eat. He gave you food when you were in your mother's. 
womb. He gives food even to the worms that He creates in stones." The Brahmin 
moved on saying, "Dhanna! I cannot give up the worship of this idol because this 
is my profession.” 

Whenever Saint Dhanna was in need of anything he would pray to his Lord as 
if He were standing before him and listening, “O' Lord! Thy servant is in trouble. 
You set right everything for those who are devoted to You. Your servant is tn need 
of such and such things. Kindly send these things and make Thy servant happy.” 
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gas utur at 


gars Uhr at a HOH 1425 vinel fee Sew! Qa utet ea F THuSt fed uedt 
wares ot fea dat frat fens sade ag 2 oa 3 eee Set S Guna Ha! 
Ga aS wat 3 wot Fat ot fes Bar df Ae aes SS watyou Aa! fea =ct Sgt 
2 um fea fat ot Hast oret Gat 3 Ast Ut Ufenr, “pre 2 wane fae ats 
W nae vs ?” Gat 3 Gas fest, “oranr 3 vans aes Bet ou S ag West Usa 
ag wns fer naw 31” fea Gage we & 7A feo Ulam, “ag fang was oat 
from RS oat fers?” Gat 3 fan, “Toon 1 St saT TwdE § TT Was 
ad Be” 

om ube Ft Aa & Uke ware soren Un ae! Ga Cot 3 garg ode dT 
rae t & asst atst, “FH ou $ ag Wes Bet aad Tg S orfenr vi” sas 
ode 8 faw, “rat da at +A Sat d1 et oheent ove set ea Sot” 
fea Gad we HoH S Was Wa mS HE ay ale § Ss fea 3 xatat ws 
aus ufas & un or fort | sors OSE | AS TH ST eatet SS Tus we VY 
st Gat 3 faa, “A ag wes tt tat aust 3 at TS ys fee oS WS!” SoS 
Bareeg Sr TaM Me wer ae fy wre Wes BM ge fe) ya IW we HS 
Ba }, Tas Mss 2 Qa fs 3H VS oa SF SM B ve! Ga fus' THF FITS 
onde $ ag Was Ut aM ud atat 3 38 feu sas Mrdée 2 Bot we afore 
Ba uel 


tea va, fagt orf orgt uti fen note ot unt FH tte, 3a, go, Usa awe ager 
TR yor ot we wag Egg att us feu wera Ag vets @ wes Siam Fe 
Ft feo were w four se FH set ow Set nee 8S ow ot ae 31 A as fer 
wet wabut fea sas orGer 3 Gu Ae Adte S vive 31 fea wera Qu & freer 
a faust fen ot oe age 31 prear ye So 3 fan ot Ast wfsag wt det 31” 
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Saint Pipa 

Saint Pipa was born in 1425 AD. He belonged to Khidi clan of Rajputs and was 
the Raja of a small state, Gagraon Garh in eastern Rajasthan. He was a worshipper 
of goddess Durga. He was a philanthropist and a pious man who served mendicants 
and saints whole heartedly. Once, a group of mendicants came to him. He asked 
them, "How can a glimpse of the Lord be had ?" They replied, "In order to have a 
realisation of the Lord, you will first have to adopt a guru. A guru can show you 
the way." At this reply, the Raja again asked, “Whom should I adopt as a guru who 
may guide me on the right path ?” They said, "Go to Banaras and adopt Saint 
Ramanand as guru." 

As advised by the mendicants, Raja Pipa reached Banaras. There he presented 
himself before Saint Ramanand and made a request, "I have come from Gagraon Garh 
to become your disciple." Saint Ramanand said, “A lowly hut is my abode. I have 
nothing to do with the Rajas." Hearing their reply, the Raja went out, distributed 
everything he had, to the poor and returned attired as recluse. When Saint Ramanand 
saw the Raja in the attire of a mendicant, he said, “If you are in such a hurry to adopt 
a guru, then go and jump into a well." Bowing to the command of Saint Ramanand, 
the Raja walked away to Jump into a well. When he was about to jump, Saint 
Ramanand's disciples who had been sent by the Saint, caught hold of him and took 
him back. After that, the Raja went through the ritual of taking up Saint Ramanand 
as guru and started living in his hermitage alongwith other disciples. 

When the Raja had lived in the hermitage for some time, Saint Ramanand called 
him one day and said, "You may return to your state now and take over its 
administration. I shall come to you after one year." As commanded by his guru, the 
Raja returned to Gagraon Garh. After one year, on his tour of the country, Saint 
Ramanand came to the Raja. The Raja took great care in serving the saints who 
accompanied his guru. After.some days, when Saint Ramanand started on a journey 
to Dwarka, Raja Pipa gave up his kingdom to accompany his guru. His Rant Sita 
also went along with them. After the pilgrimage to Dwarka, Saint Ramanand moved 
further. Saint Pipa and the Rani embarked on a tour of the country on their own. 
They did not think it proper to beg for food from house to house. They started making 
their living by stitching peoples' clothes wherever they went. In this way, he became 
to be’ known as a Saint of tailor class. 

One verse of Saint Pipa is included in the holy Guru Granth in which he tells, 
“The Lord abides in the body of the man and the temple where He lives is the human 
body. The sacred places lie within the body and I am pilgrim of those places. I worship 
this body with lamps, food and petals. I searched the Lord to weariness outside but 
this Treasure was found within myself. From the time I have found this Treasure, 
there is no difference to me whether anybody is born or died. All that meets the eye 
in the universe lies within oneself. One who seeks this Treasure finds it. The Supreme 
Being is the Essence and His realisation can be had from a true guru.” 
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sas stus At 

Bas Tes Ate HSN 1473 ent fea uaet sare, far Bua (Gut) fea ates 
ae fee dieu! fea wet fea fat Ut set Steet St se Bel wT Tt Gat = 
Sas gat| sas Tes at St Gre Sot feat fea Set on wat west ct At! Cat F 
Rat ot Se-as aes et tar fife) Hat aA fitfimr S Gate ws vies yg wh 
de ag fears fat ot set ag fes ran age fue weet wae Gus nid § 
uet aet ua Gu sare fees fea ug w sag te a et! 

Aa 3 we fue sha ot dis wa 2 afuet afset wes aet feo Su & Gat 
ewe fua se ae! Gat $ da O forme fa shes gat weet Tt we we fons st 
fat a fan visat fee a ae Tear! Gai 3 Use B wus wa wus gett wT 
Host due wet Gx vt Set Ore fee ot wet ag fest wet F fue shes vars 
3 us oto fare us at ot her 3 on AUS de ufsst ws St St forse 
ter gg ag fear! Gat ot xfor vs ga aa és aet fan & feos Gu rue nee 
fe do fad “ors age Us: 

“Qn Ura & on from fea uta soar mnie versa d, Ga AS Hat os ATT 
dt he 3 ust o ee fife! fen nfs dts § nue fase vies eur F due ot 
ast afm att us fea surfer ot ar Afeon! fer et Sat S ust Sar fern OA 
Uron 2 ae yo oe Ft chet wer Sear at SH Sel Haren! feo fen agi 3 fre 
aet dor fifouret we fue Qa wt neve aot Uh Rae! faGfea der te aot HeeT 
are Qu 3 fifomret & reve wt ust der d faust Gn 3 wet Set 3 Crug ee 
wu Fits ae aaa S ant ae Gnet Gnag Heo ae we fose viva Ou § WE 
was TS HS S He St yrust Tet 31 fawn WA ge H Suet ai Ga Ow ui dt AG 
aaa mga 31 Adbat Sat met § On @ wanat ae Hau fie fame 31 ve feqt 
ot gota @ de useat ot wa aH aet 31” 

vas ahs at un rue vat o feon Sze wet aga US St Un AHS Cat 
$ vars shes a udt 2 on fsa ot fifter fee fava ue AN, Ja Ora feu, Us 
gu a fea 01 oa Aaa fes ene Us, “nit fee Fed ares wet mer 4, Ate 
ue fea ait nae, fra S aR font SF fst T TE Us, FET aes TS fees wen 
odt faasedt 3 He ug! fen wt Ft fan wr wet S nies Se FeTSt TS TH, 
fag 2 wee SS! ZH ee we d mS Heat § Vet F wor Be! FE far s 
Wa feg vse de, Hetd Ha fer Te 3 fee nies set ute TS, a Adte G Bet 
2 gu sa ae de, fAgt & fan we Get fearn o TS ot offs eer for fea 
wet & on dt, Wet wabat fea we Pet ot vert 31 ag A fg Gs fed on 
a eset yus a8 3 re Set F eearer wt wes Stes St fea wont $ Fast 3” 
fen agi & wes ase Go 1574 einet feu yg $ fiers 3 ae! 
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Saint Bhikhan 

Saint Bhikhan was born in 1473 AD at village Pakain in district Lucknow, 
U.P. in a Kaith family. Once, a group of mendicants on their way to sacred places 
stopped at his village. Saint Bhikhan was ten or twelve at that time. He had 
an opportunity to serve the saints. Love of the Lord took root in his mind due 
to the teaching of the saints. After resting for a few days in the village, the 
mendicants moved ahead on their pilgrimage but left in the village, a devotee 
of the Lord. 

The way of living and talking of Bhikhan changed after the departure of the 
mendicants. His parents were alarmed at this. They had an apprehension that 
Bhikhan would, soon, abandon his home and hearth and join some group.of the 
mendicants. To keep their son at home to support them in old age, they married 
Bhikhan at a young age. Although, Saint Bhikhan did not forsake hts home after 
marriage yet he started paying more attention to the service of the Saints and 
devotion to the Name of the Lord. Hts fame spread far and wide, which he 
describes in his verse. 

I have attained the priceless jewel, the Name of the Lord as a reward for 
the good deeds, service of the saints and mendicants. I tried very hard to conceal 
this priceless jewel in my heart but It could not be concealed. People came to 
know of It, In spite of my wish, I cannot explain with words the merits of the 
Lord in the same way as a dumb person cannot tell the taste of the sweets he 
has taken, due to his inability to speak. The mind attains joy by utterance of 
His Name with the tongue, listening with ears and Its contemplation in the mind. 
Wherever | look, I behold Him. Both my eyes are now fully satisfied with a glimpse 
of Him. Desire for other worldly things has ended. 

Many old people would also come to Saint Bhikhan to seek remedy for their 
ills..Saint Bhikhan would advise thern to meditate on the Name of the Lord Who 
is a remedy for every illness, all the time at every age in life. In measure Sorath 
he tells, "When due to old age, water flows from the eyes, one cannot walk, the 
hair have turned from black to grey and the throat is choked due to which one 
cannot speak clearly, tell me my Lord, to whom should one go and tell his tale 
of distress ? O' my Lord, the Sustainer of the universe! turn Thou a physictan 
and save Your servants of the pains. When one's forehead is in pain, the body 
burns with fever, the heart has a severe pain and the body is smitten with such 
ills that nobody has a remedy for them then it is sweet nectar of the Lord's Name 
that is a cure for all these diseases. Get this remedy of the Name through the 
grace of a guru and get rid of all your ills. This is the request of Bhikhan to all." 
Preaching with words like this, Saint Bhikhan gave up this mortal body in 
1574 AD. 
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Ws usHtdée at 

Ag vardée & Aa 1493 eine § fils adn fag sgeare fed wove ufsers 
fea den! auus fee fea wot Gai 3 Hes feu HoT es Ut ae Wet! GA oat 
fea onfenr fa fans ot Hoset ganet ATi verde 3 we AT a uTuSt HST F 
Ufeor, “grt ae ur aad oot afd 3 Fit om, TH EW | tt ses St TTT 
At us oy ot fgus St ret At Meet Sel Atl fgHs ot Host genet At) aur 
a oN gHt fans we fag sarGe TS ganet = fag aot?” Sat etsy 3 Sse 
fest, “am mAauin ut fenat At Go ustesst ferst de Je fans $ evs fiowe 
aeet At our oe fans § fers waar orstia At, Hétea Sot! Go Aer finns ATL” 
fea Fe & uarde 3 fau, “Ht ot fans § orsthe fiers avian” 

a fea ut wear S fue ude ve mt fens 2 ats arGe sar fen agi Gat 
$ ams feu tt ats re, yee nd fous & ita der 3 fru qi 3 use 
Wars ot gear atst! Gu va dH fans ut Gract feu He A Soa aed! fen age 
aes 3s Oat 8 Hs fes Ae! Sat s afant Gus wer uehat abut afebut 
Qu ve was fee wuet Ha A SSS & SH UT ase | fea fea Cai = difant Gua 
yee atufamnt Shut udhut debut Su a, fea He d ost Sait dua Ueda ge wet 
at $ se ata) sas uarde 3 Qu dus Be F feaas aa fer 3 far, “fed 
dus fat de Sade GS Sani he gee fea uss Auf Snit Ueda oes ae 
wer 31” Ae $ fea Fag 2 a, Gu wrué fans 3 Gn Ut Gnas 2 atts feats fea 
te & yeQe et Hae § VS Te! 

vars ued] Ht 26 AS Ut Gua fea ura ste Gus we! SF Cu fea fea 
nrust Aatet wea fea sno Ge A ad a, “fag 38 fag ws aeu sf, facor 
waseat dt urd] Et fas eons, dao set wat st” At eae TEs S Gat 
ae fen sno Ut rea ust 3t Oat 3 sara uMrde $ rs UH BT Se aT 
Bent! Qo $ vas uarée & sno aga Sar oferr| PA UA sas uMTse S 
Ht <ee wradion S vans ae & nist ngewe atst! Go 7S fans t gue aT 
Fes fous us arGs xa, us Sat 3 far § ag was aot At atsy) Gu Wee AS 
fa ag fast forrs St wust oot get 3 fora St yrust fast pro & wana 
odt Fe | Sagi 3 Ht eee mrad S yg @ Gar Ave Te aTuS’ Og Wes ae fom! 

fg uarde at ag wes ae fue 91 ws ot Oe sa ror ot Gras 2 ats 
are adi Gat w fea nee ag de rive fea war wear fea Ger} fra fea 
Qu eRe US, “I yet, J uvet § ye a as HS dt ats A ST HS OTS 
a gast aes & al afer 3 fan FH ws Sade Ut wee adl atst Sas 
fee an, gu, Sa 1S ofa st fefer ae et rea sot at, fen set Sd AT 
wefhe asa tga os!” 
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Saint Parmanand 


Saint Parmanand was born in a Brahmin family at village Kannauj, district 
Farookhabad in 1493 AD. In his childhood, he once heard narration of Mahabharata 
in a temple. In that narration, it was said that Rukmani was the empress (Maharani) 
of Krishna. Parmanand came home and asked his mother, "When you offer worship, 
you chant Sita-Ram, Radhey-Sham. Sita, no doubt, was the Maharani of Ram 
Chandra but Radha was not a Rani or Maharani of Krishna. It was Rukmani who 
was the Maharani of Krishna. Why do you attach Radha’s name to Krishna and 
not that of Rukmani ?” His mother replied, “Radha was the wife of Ajanghos. In spite 
of her being loyal to her husband, she loved Krishna very much. Radha's Love for 
Krishna was spiritual and had nothing to do with the body. It was a true love." At 
this reply, Parmanand said, "I shall also have spiritual love for Krishna.” 

After that day's happening, Parmanand started singing lyrics of Krishna all the 

time. Thus, he developed an interest in singing, reciting and writing lyrics. He 
authored Parmanand Sagar. He daily prostrated seven hundred time in honour of 
Krishna. His knees got bruised in doing this. His knees, due to that, always remained 
bandaged. He completed his daily routine of seven hundred prostrations come what 
may. One day, seeing his knees bandaged with worn out clothes, a rich man 
presented him with new silken cloth for bandages. Saint Parmanand refused. to 
accept that cloth and said, "Please give this cloth to someone else who needs it. [ 
am happy to make these bandages of worn out clothes.” After this reply to the rich 
man, he went to the jungle to recite Krishna songs of his praise sitting all by 
himself. : 
Saint Parmanand went to sacred Prayag at the age of 26. There, one day, he 
was going, singing in his melodious voice the hymn, “I have not had a glimpse of 
Thee, neither do I know Thee, yet I yearn for a union with Thee and see Thy form 
in imagination. The eyes of Parmanand are running like a stream, My Lord, without 
a glimpse of You.” When Sri Vallabh Achartya chanced to hear that hymn, he called 
Saint Parmanand and made him to recite the complete song for him. He liked that 
song of Parmanand very much. On the other hand, Saint Parmanand felt peace on 
meeting Sri Vallabh Achartya. Although he wrote and sang beautiful hymns in praise 
of Krishna, yet he had not adopted anyone as guru. He knew that knowledge could 
not be gained without a guru and God cannot be realised without knowledge. Finding 
Sri Vallabha Achartya worthy of guruship, he adopted him his guru. 

After adoption of the guru, Saint Parmanand continued singing praises of the 
Lord upto the age of 91. One of his hymns is included in the holy Guru Granth in 
measure Sarang in which he says, “Man ! you have not achieved anything by listening 
to the Puranas—Hindu religious books. If you have not made up your mind for the 
devotion to the Lord, you have not helped the hungry or the needy and you have 
not discarded from your mind lust, anger, greed and desire to speak ill of others 
then all your religious performances are fruitless.” 
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gas Hee 


FOS FISH TASH 1528 Stat few fils viet fae Taare few dfewr| Ga 
wont, fet a Aafas & da fevers na! Gat ot on Gat S war fust 3 Hea 
tas after wt frost Gat § <8 Je Gus dar a sfamr faGfa Gn SF nae WE 
uQe wo ande wed Ha! fen set Gat 3 mruet om Boe de foor fan 
we 3, feeest & gen Gn mY ot wer mau Ug UE Ut BUS ae ager 
At Qu 3 wae § Heter we eo aeosd wer FETT! 

Jas Foe at Cu wa et wet wes Hat ws Ht St He Gus was age 
aa feo rs fu wre @ nent Fae UT me Be TE FEET BUST a fame | 
were @ nrentat 3 we werd S Higa By & Se gt Sat fest get Or or fife 
‘us fea feet frat fan Gus feftow wt, “Fete |e Set Ste gufent feator afer 
Ft, Ga We Frets ot geret Chat meena aes Stat } wat fest fen wet yore 
fasadt S sce Hors fee eu for 31” wrens 3 Fe fea fot ust st Gn Ss 

wad wie ae feat 3 On} vows fea wae de & ySo 3H fesT! 
Ween 8 yar 8 A we Sfent oe we F ate aa fest 3 far, “Hes we 
aeaad FE SET feo cas BS nt Shot FSbat waar uaS TEST Sarat 
Usl” FEA S TaN a Hse aes Wen 3 wus eats Zao we eS afore Gus 
Gat $ farsa ase & AG fea Hew feo! 

aS FSH S Vdd wt on faths oH At sas Hse A Ag fee Hat St Aas 
fast ays Heet Ja or ae! Cat 3 Ag fee werrs } fou & Siem, “I He Fa 
3s wens! Ag fate eA—AS fates om (Tas St Gort) F wom ws!” weT 
3 fea Use fee Gus youn § S38 We | yan wa fesT! Ag fee wos EE 
BA Cari 3 fav, “I us, vat F Het w a ss F1” 

gag Yorn at Gn fue waren vs ae, fad Gat 3 ‘ge Ata’ de fate Gn 
we amt ogee 1696 tinet fea ag dif] flu 3 acetfe) gars OETA we fea 
nue ag de foe feu van 2 fan few Gu afve aa, “ast 2 Ba Ueto are afde 
Us! Gat 3 wruer gs, us, 3 de AS as Wrst § Hu feos ged! Gauge 
Te ws wrde wee us! Gx 2 cans aas ws Qu feta F yssa 3 ae Te 
us 2 va ste Cat § wus o aet Tet 3) ror & Hes we Gu & Oar F fat 
de are att sare ad offer fags pra 3 Ss a de wa wa ae us Ca Fat 
St agt us frosbet dust 3 wets SF yes UHM Us| or 3 Aer Wo oval Aas 
fea 8 2 AS Sot avast St nt wm fest 31” sas geen a Ast ot Ae ae 
Ue 1585 einet fee nets foora ae 
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Saint Sur Das 


Saint Sur Das was born in 1528 AD at village Sihi, district Gurgaon. He 
was a good scholar of Persian, Hindi and Sanskrit. His parents had named him 
Madan Mohan which he did not like on growing up because it literally meant 
‘god of love’. As such he changed his name to Sur Das which means ‘slave of 
the learned’. Akbar who was the king at that time, was a great admirer of the 
learned. He appointed Sur Das, the governor of Sundila state. 

Saint Sur Das spent all the income of the state on the service of Saints and 
mendicants, After one year, king's men went to realise revenue from Sur Das. 
Sur Das disappeared. When the king's men opened boxes of treasury, they found 
those empty except a letter which read, "Rupees thirteen lakhs were collected 
in Sundila. All that went as food to those who prayed for the welfare of Sundila. 
So, Sur Das had hidden himself in jungles fearing arrest." When the king read 
this letter, he pardoned the fault of Sur Das and sent him a message to present 
himself in the court. Sur Das refused to accompany the men who brought the 
message and said, "It is a thousand times better to dust the shoes of mendicants 
than be the governor of Sundila and collect taxes.” At the disobedience of his 
orders, the king, on the advice of his minister Todar Mal, got him arrested and 
thrown into prison. 

Jail warden of Sur Das was named Timir Das. Deprived of the company of 
the mendicants, Sur Das soon got tired of jail life. From jail, he wrote to the king, 
“O' my king, luminous as the sun, kindly save me from Timir Das (slave of 
darkness).” On the receipt of this letter, the king ordered his release. On coming 
out of the jail, he said, "O' self! leave the company of those gone astray from 
the Lord.” 

After that, Sur Das went to Banaras where he wrote a book, Sur Sagar. Guru 
Gobind Sigh got that book translated in Panjabi in 1696 AD. One hymn of Saint 
Sur Das fs included in the holy Guru Granth in which he says, "God's devotees 
abide with the Lord all the time. They have entrusted their body, soul and all 
other possessions to the Lord. They sing the praises of the Lord and enjoy Eternal 
bliss. Having realised Him, they become free of the pleasures of the body and 
have all their needs fulfilled. Having had a glimpse of the glory of the Lord, they 
no more have attachment with anyone else. Those who look to someone else 
instead of the Lord are like leeches who suck blood out of leper's body. God has 
bestowed upon me pleasures of both the worlds by taking my mind in His control.” 

Saint Sur Das continued serving the holy men till his end in 1585 AD. 
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